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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WALSALL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  County 

Borough  of  Walsall. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  state  of 
the  public  health  of  the  Borough  during  the  year  1945.  The  Report, 
which  is  issued  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  is  again  abbreviated. 

Vital  Statistics 

The  Birth  Rate  shows  a  decrease,  being  19.74  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  compared  with  21.16  for  1944,  the  figures  for  England 
and  Wales  being  16.10  and  18.10  respectively  and  19.1  for  the  great 
towns.  The  Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  again  shows  a  substantial  increase, 
there  being  119  illegitimate  births  as  against  93  in  1944.  The  Infant 
Mortality  shows  a  decrease,  being  57.28  per  1,000  births  as  against 
60.17  in  the  previous  year.  There  has  been  a  considerable  decrease 
in  the  mortality  rate  of  illegitimate  infants,  the  rate  being  92.14  per 
1,000  births  as  against  172.04  in  1944.  The  infantile  mortality  rate 
for  the  country  as  a  whole  was  46  per  1,000  births  and  54  for  the  great 
towns. 


The  general  Death  Rate  is  practically  the  same  as  in  the  previous 
year,  being  11.99  per  1,000  ot  the  population  as  compared  with 
11.89.  The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.4  and 
13.5  for  the  great  towns. 

Health  of  the  Borough 

The  year  has  been  a  healthy  one,  with,  apart  from  the  prevalence 
of  Measles,  a  remarkable  freedom  from  infectious  disease.  There 
were  34  cases  of  Diphtheria,  the  lowest  number  recorded  for  very 
many  years.  There  were  160  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  a  slight  increase 
on  the  previous  year.  There  were  1718  cases  of  Measles  and  310  of 
Whooping  Cough. 

Tuberculosis 

There  has  been  little  difference  in  the  notification  rate,  135  cases 
of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  as  against  136,  and  26  cases  of  other  forms 
of  Tuberculosis  as  compared  with  29.  There  has  been  an  increase 
in  the  death  rate,  74  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  6  from 
other  forms,  as  against  61  and  14  respectively.  This  represents  a 
death  rate  of  0.72  from  the  pulmonary  form  and  0.06  from  the  non- 
pulmonary  form,  compared  with  0.59  and  0.14  in  the  previous  year. 

Respiratory  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis;  again  show  a 
decreased  death  rate,  viz.  1.65  per  1,000  as  compared  with  1.81  in 
the  previous  year. 

Cancer 

There  were  184  deaths  from  all  forms  of  malignant  disease  as 
compared  with  177,  representing  death  rates  of  1.79  and  1.72 
respectively. 

Your  representatives  have  attended  several  conferences  of  local 
authorities  called  to  consider  the  setting  up  of  a  Cancer  Scheme  for 
the  West  Midlands  area  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Cancer  Act,  1939,  and  have  given  favourable  consideration  to  the 
general  principles  of  such  a  scheme.  The  Scheme  will,  in  due  course,  be 
formally  submitted  to  the  Borough  Council,  when  it  is  hoped  that 
the  Council  will  whole-heartedly  support  the  formation  of  such  a 
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Scheme  as  one  which  will  ensure  that  the  most  modem  and  efficient 
forms  of  therapy  will  be  available  for  the  victims  of  this  distressing 
disease. 

Venereal  Diseases 

The  number  of  persons  presenting  themselves  for  examination 
at  the  Special  Clinic  again  shows  an  increase,  440  new  cases  attending, 
of  which  168  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  venereal  disease  and 
272  to  be  not  suffering  from  the  disease.  Every  effort  is  made  to  trace 
contacts  and  infecting  cases,  frequently  on  very  meagre  information. 
The  subject  is  dealt  with  in  a  later  stage  of  the  report. 

Hospitals 

The  shortage  of  nursing  and  domestic  staffs  in  our  hospitals 
referred  to  in  our  last  year’s  report,  has  shown  no  sign  of  improvement 
and  affected  our  smaller  hospitals  in  particular. 

Goscote  Isolation  Hospital  has  been  more  particularly  affected 
than  the  other  hospitals.  Fortunately,  the  incidence  of  infectious 
disease  was  low  throughout  the  year,  and  by  closing  down  one  of 
the  wards  for  infectious  disease  we  were  able  to  re-open  the  Tubercu¬ 
losis  Pavilion  in  September,  which  had  been  closed  since  December 
1944. 

Housing 

Although  as  much  as  possible  has  been  done  to  keep  in  repair 
a  large  number  if  houses  regarded  as  tc  unfit  ”  in  1938  and  1939,  the 
housing  position  has  steadily  deteriorated,  the  overcrowding  which 
exists  is  deplorable,  and  there  seems  little  prospect  of  any  real  alleviation 
for  some  long  time  to  come.  The  population  of  the  borough  has 
increased  by  some  5,000,  mostly  returned  ex-servicemen  and  women. 
Scarcely  a  day  passes  but  we  receive  the  most  pitiful  letters  from 
husbands  or  wives  with  young  families  who  are  sharing  a  house, 
generally  occupying  one  room,  who  are  convinced  that  nothing  is 
being  done  to  help  them.  Many  seek  personal  interviews,  for  each  is 
certain  that  his  or  her  case  is  the  most  urgent,  but  whilst  one  can 
give  a  patient  and  sympathetic  hearing,  it  has  to  be  confessed  that 
there  is  little  prospect  of  these  distressed  citizens  receiving  any  speedy 
relief  from  their  desperate  plight. 
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Civil  Defence 

The  Civil  Defence  Services  were  finally  disbanded  at  the  end  of 
June.  The  devoted  and  ungrudging  service  of  the  many  hundreds 
of  men  and  women  in  the  various  services  will  not  be  readily  forgotten. 

The  casualties  recorded  as  the  result  of  air  raids  were  5  killed  and 
40  injured. 

Ambulance  Service 

On  the  disbandment  of  the  Civil  Defence  Services  at  the  end  of 
June,  a  Civil  Ambulance  Service  was  set  up  under  the  control  of  the 
Health  Committee,  the  staff  consisting  of  a  Supervisor,  12  drivers 
and  attendants,  and  1  mechanic,  the  original  establishment  consisting 
of  personnel  transferred  from  the  Civil  Defence  Ambulance  Service. 
A  twenty-four  hour  service  is  maintained  and  the  headquarters  remain 
at  the  Ambulance  Station,  Hatherton  Road. 

Staff 

Another  busy  year  has  been  experienced.  There  has  been  a  shortage 
of  staff  in  all  departments,  medical,  nursing  and  clerical.  We  are 
seriously  short  of  Health  Visitors,  and  only  for  part  of  the  year  did 
we  have  a  full  medical  staff. 

To  the  members  of  my  staff  who  have  given  me  their  loyal  support 
during  the  year,  and  to  those  who  have,  during  the  years  of  war, 
given  me  such  ungrudging  support  and  help,  I  am  deeply  grateful. 

I  would  also  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Health  Committee  for  their  confidence  and  encouragement. 


I  am,  Mr.  Mayor,  ladies  and  gentlemen. 

Yours  obediently, 

JAMES  A.  M.  CLARK,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1.  General  Statistics 


Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  . 

8,780 

Population  ...  ...  (At  Census  1931) 

103,059 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ,,  ,,  ,, 

23,311 

Number  of  Families  ...  ...  ,,  ,,  ,, 

24,953 

Population  1945  (estimated)  . 

102,570 

Rateable  Value  ...  . 

...  £557,847 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  Rate 

...  £2,140 

Population  per  Acre 

11.7 

2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


Number  of  Births  Registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,025 

(Legitimate:  M.,  1,029  F.,  877  Total  1,906  ) 

(Illegitimate:  M.,  54  F.,  65  Total  119) 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  19.74 

Number  of  Deaths  (M.  663,  F.  567)  ...  ...  ...  1,230 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  11.99 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  Childbirth: 

From  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

From  other  Puerperal  Causes  ..  ...  ...  ...  2 

Maternal  Mortality  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  Births  ...  2.42 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  ...  116 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  Births  ...  ...  ...  57.28 

Infant  Mortality  (legitimate  infants)  per  1,000  births  ...  55.09 

Do.  (illegitimate  infants)  do.  ...  ...  92.44 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population,  from — 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.72 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.78 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  ...  ...  1.65 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.79 

Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases  (Smallpox,  Enteric 
Fever,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough, 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup)  ...  ...  0.16 
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Death  Rate  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  of  Children  under 


2  years  of  age,  per  1,000  births  .  .  .  .  .  .  10.37 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under  2  years  .  .  .  .  .  .  21 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 


Coroner’s  Inquests 

136  inquests  were  held  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  (79  males 
and  57  females). 

Post-Mortem  Examinations  ordered  by  Coroner  .  .  .  .  106 


Summary  of  Inquests 
Death  by  Murder 
,,  Suicide 

,,  Manslaughter  and  Infanticide 

,,  Self-induced  Abortion 

,,  Taking  of  Drugs 

,,  Want  of  Attention  at  Birth  . 

Accident  or  Misadventure 

Death  from  Natural  Causes 

Stillborn 

Open  Verdicts 

Inquests  adjourned 


M.  F. 

1  — 

7  3 


—  1 

—  1 

1  1 

29  23 

39  25 

1  2 

1  1 


79  57 


Inquests  on  children  suffocated  whilst  in  bed 
(accidental) 

Inquests  on  bodies  of  newly  born  children 


Vital  Statistics 


The  Birth  Rate  is  19.74  as  compared  with  16.1  in  England  and 
Wales  as  a  whole,  and  19.1  for  the  large  towns. 

The  Death  Rate  shows  a  slight  increase  being  11.99  as  compared 
with  11.4  for  the  country  as  a  whole  and  13.5  for  the  large  towns. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  57.28,  as  compared  with  60  in  the 
previous  year.  The  rate  tor  the  country  as  a  whole  is  46,  and  for 
the  large  towns  54. 

There  were  5  Maternal  Deaths  during  the  year. 

The  Death  Rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  shows  an  increase, 
0.72  as  against  0.59  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  death  rate  from 
other  Respiratory  Diseases  shows  a  decrease,  being  1.65  per  1,000 
as  against  1.81  in  the  previous  year. 

Pathological  Work 

5,700  specimens  have  been  examined  on  behalf  of  the  Borough 
Council  in  the  pathological  laboratory,  4,626  in  respect  of  Manor 
Hospital  and  1,074  in  respect  of  other  public  health  services. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  IN  WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH,  1945 

As  furnished  by  the  Registrar-General 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Diphtheria.  34  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  compared  with 
76  in  1944.  The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  under  re¬ 
view  is  the  lowest  number  recorded  for  many  years.  There  were 
four  fatal  cases,  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year.  None  of  these  four 
fatal  cases  had  been  immunised.  2533  children  (1,144  under  the  age 
of  five  years,  and  1,409  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen,  were 
immunised  against  the  disease. 

Scarlet  Fever.  160  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during 
the  year  as  compared  with  127  in  the  previous  year.  The  disease  was 
of  a  mild  character,  although  there  were  two  deaths,  both  due  to 
intercurrent  disease. 

Measles  was  more  prevalent,  1,718  being  notified  as  compared 
with  278  in  the  previous  year.  There  were  8  fatal  cases. 

Whooping  Cough.  310  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified 
as  compared  with  312.  There  were  two  fatal  cases. 

Acute  Primarv  or  Influenzal  Pneumonia.  152  cases  were 

notified  as  compared  with  185.  There  were  82  deaths  from  this  cause 
during  the  year,  a  decrease  of  10  on  the  previous  year.  Influenza 
accounted  for  12  deaths  as  compared  with  20  in  the  previous  year. 

Scabies.  More  children  but  fewer  adults  received  treatment 
at  the  Scabies  Clinic,  Hatherton  Road,  1,185  children  and  687  adults 
receiving  treatment  during  the  year  compared  with  830  and  902  res¬ 
pectively. 

Isolation  Hospital.  272  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  34  cases  of  Diphtheria,  7  Diphtheria  Carriers,  98  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  25  of  Measles,  2  of  Erysipelas,  and  106  of  other  diseases. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITALS 

Table  showing  cases  admitted,  deaths,  case  fatality  rate,  duration  of  stay,  and  percentage  of  cases  isolated 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1945 
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These  deaths  do  not  necessarily  refer  to  the  cases  notified. 


14 


MANOR  HOSPITAL 


The  following  report  on  the  work  of  the  Manor  Hospital  has  been 

pplied  by  Dr.  Weston,  Medical  Superintendent. 

The  hospital  is  passing  through,  as  with  other  hospitals,  a  very 
difficult  period.  The  shortage  of  nursing  and  domestic  staff  has  taxed 
the  resources  to  the  full,  and  has  resulted  in  the  forced  closing  of 
acute  beds.  Lack  of  Physiotherapists  has  shut  the  Massage  Depart¬ 
ment.  Shortage  of  Midwives  has  restricted  the  admissions  to  the 
Maternity  Department  at  a  time  when  beds  are  most  urgently  needed, 
and  at  a  time  when  the  Unit  was  making  great  progress. 

However,  in  spite  of  the  above  difficulties,  one  can  record  con¬ 
siderable  improvements  in  the  services  rendered  by  the  hospital. 

Alterations  in  the  Surgical  Theatres,  with  provision  of  new 
equipment  and  sterilising  facilities  bring  them  into  line  with  modern 
standards,  ft  is  hoped  to  make  further  improvements  when  material 
and  labour  become  more  readily  available. 

The  Laboratory  Service  which  was  commenced  in  1944,  has  been 
fully  utilised  and  has  become  a  very  important  department. 

A  new  experiment  in  providing  Education,  by  provision  of  a  part 
time  teacher,  for  children  of  school  age  who  remain  in  hospital  for 
a  lengthy  period  has  provided  a  much  needed  service. 

Work  has  now  commenced  on  a  new  X-ray  Department  which 
will  more  than  double  the  accommodation  at  present  used. 

The  hospital  has  been  recognised  by  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  the  training  of  Male  nurses  (S.R.N.). 

Our  Consultant  Staff  continue  to  give  us  very  valuable  assistance 
and  advice.  A  great  debt  is  owed  to  them  for  the  services  they  ren¬ 
dered  during  the  War  Emergency. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  civilian  cases  the  hospital  has  dealt 
with  606  Service  men  who  required  hospital  care. 
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Statistics  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1945 


Total  admissions 

.  .  .  . 

5,096 

Total  number  of  deaths  during  the  year 

.  . 

364 

Accommodation 

Men 

130 

Women 

147 

Children 

.  . 

56 

333 

Average  number  of  beds  occupied 

260 

Highest  number  of  beds  occupied 

(29.1.45) 

394 

Lowest  number  of  beds  occupied 

(25.12.45) 

199 

Surgical  operations 

.  . 

1,547 

Maternity  Department 

Births 

732 

Stillbirths 

19 

Doctor  present  at  .  . 

96 

Forcep  deliveries 

13 

Caesarean  sections 

22 

Deaths 

3 

Undelivered — nil. 

Number  of  ante-natal  attendances  .  . 

•  o  •  • 

5,236 

Massage  and  Electrical  Department 

Treatments  given  : 

Massage 

.  . 

6,495 

Electrical 

•  .  .  . 

3,559 

Radiant  Heat 

.  .  6  . 

8,179 

Ultra-violet  Light  .  . 

.  . 

2,031 
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X-Ray  Department 


Number  of  films  taken 

.  .  .  .  .  . 

5,583 

Number  of  screen  examinations  .  . 

.  .  •  •  .  . 

633 

Number  of  treatments  „  . 

Pathological  specimens  examined  in 

Manor  Hospital 

157 

Laboratory  .  , 

e  .  o  . 

5,022 

Out-Patient  Department 

Consultations  referred  bv  outside  Doctors 

j 

Dressings 

New  Patients  in  Casualty  Department  .  . 

Dental  attendances 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  attendances 

Gynaecological  attendances 

Diabetic  and  Medical  attendances 

NewT  Fractures 

Attendances  at  Fracture  Clinic 
Massage  and  Electrical  attendances 
Total  new  Service  Cases  during  the  year 
X-ray  attendances 

Surgical  clinic  attendances . 

Total  Out-patient  attendances 


3,493 

18,068 

1.921 
473 

2,000 

679 

1,166 

133 

563 

8,777 

131 

3,200 

1.922 
47,594 


17 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 


It  has  again  been  impossible  to  meet  the  demand  for  maternity 
accommodation.  Lack  of  domestic  help,  over  crowding  in  the  homes, 
and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  services  of  a  maternity  nurse,  are 
factors  which  swell  the  demand  for  institutional  midwifery.  At  the 
same  time,  we  have  been  faced  with  a  shortage,  not  only  of  hospital 
nursing  staff,  but  also  of  district  midwives.  The  whole  midwifery 
position  is  a  most  unhappy  one. 

The  services  of  the  “Flying  Squad”  were  requisitioned  in  two 
cases  of  obstetric  complications  with  very  satisfactory  results  in  both 
cases. 

Fifty  per  cent  of  all  confinements  occurring  in  Walsall  have  taken 
place  either  in  Manor  Hospital  or  in  the  Maternity  Hospital,  Bloxwich, 
and  the  forty  beds  provided  have  been  very  fully  occupied.  717  con¬ 
finements  took  place  at  the  Manor  Hospital  and  287  in  the  Maternity 
Hospital,  compared  with  773  and  306  respectively,  in  the  previous 
year.  153  took  place  in  private  nursing  homes  and  921  on  the  district. 

The  Ante-Natal  Clinics  have  also  been  well  attended  :  768  mothers 
have  attended  the  extern  clinics  and  710  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  at  the 
Manor  Hospital.  21  ante-natal  medical  examinations  were  made  by 
doctors  of  mothers  referred  to  them  from  the  clinics  or  by  municipal 
midwives. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  have  also  been  well 
attended,  1,680  new  infants  having  been  brought  for  medical  examin¬ 
ation  and  advice,  the  total  attendances  being  33,650  as  against  34,273 
in  1944. 

Care  of  Illegitimate  Children.  The  Walsall  County  Borough, 
as  the  Welfare  Authority,  is  a  constituent  authority  of  the  Stafford¬ 
shire  County  Council  Scheme  for  the  care  of  illegitimate  children 
and  their  mothers. 

The  arrangements  were  described  in  my  last  year’s  report. 
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During  the  year  ending  31st  March  1946  the  moral  welfare  worker 
dealt  with  49  Walsall  cases.  7  girls  were  sent  to  Diocesan  Homes  for 
their  confinements,  and  the  following  action  was  taken  in  placing 


the  babies. 

Remained  with  their  mothers  ...  ...  ...  23 

Adopted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Admitted  to  Social  Welfare  Institution  ...  ...  1 

Died  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

In  Diocesan  Home  with  their  mothers  ...  ...  3 

Transferred  to  other  areas  ...  ...  ...  2 

Remaining  in  Hospital  .  ...  ...  1 


Total  49 

Premature  Infants.  Notification  was  received  in  respect  of  87 
infants  whose  birth  weight  was  5 Jibs,  or  under,  55  being  born  in 
hospital,  and  32  on  the  district.  There  was  1  set  of  triplets  and  8  of 
twins  ;  5  of  the  babies  born  in  hospital  and  6  of  those  on  the 
district,  died  within  24  hours  of  birth,  46  of  the  hospital  babies  and 
22  of  the  district  babies  surviving  at  the  end  of  4  weeks. 

37  babies  were  certified  as  having  died  from  prematurity  before 
they  attained  the  age  of  twelve  months,  this  figure  including  19  of 
those  of  low  birth  weight. 

The  arrangements  for  the  care  of  premature  infants  are  as  described 
in  my  last  report. 

War  Time  Nurseries.  The  five  day  nurseries  in  the  Borough 
remained  open  throughout  the  year  in  spite  of  staffing  difficulties 
which  were  from  time  to  time  rather  acute.  At  the  end  of  December, 
the  Sandbank  Day  Nursery"  was  closed,  being  transferred  to  the  Local 
Education  Authority  for  use  as  a  nursery  School. 

The  Nurseries  have  played  a  very  useful  part  during  the  war  years, 
and  have  been  of  great  benefit  to  those  mothers  who  were  engaged 
in  work  of  national  importance.  The  children  too,  have  benefited, 
not  only  from  the  regular  routine  of  the  nurseries  and  from  the  good 
food,  but  more  particularly  from  the  companionship  of  children  of 
their  own  age.  We  are  happy  to  state  that  our  nurseries 
have  remained  throughout  remarkably  free  from  infectious  disease, 
and  when  such  diseases  as  Whooping  Cough  or  Measles  have  been 
introduced,  the  spread  of  infection  has  been  limited  to  a  marked  degree. 
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Table  showing  particulars  of  the  cases  dealt  with  at  the  Maternity 
Block,  Manor  Hospital,  and  at  the  Maternity  Hospital  at  Bloxwich 


Details  of  Cases 

Manor 

Hospital 

Maternity 

Hospital 

Number  of  Cases  admitted  during  1945 

732 

290 

Average  duration  of  stay 

10  days 

12.2  days 

No.  of  Cases  delivered  by — 

(a)  Midwives 

617 

192 

(b)  Doctors 

100 

95 

No.  of  cases  in  which  medical  assistance  was 

sought  by  a  midwife  in  emergency 

96 

14 

No.  of  Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  notified  .  . 

8 

Nil 

No.  of  Cases  of  pemphigus  neonatorum 

1 

Nil 

No.  of  infants  not  entirely  breast  fed  while  in  the 

Institution 

147 

25 

No.  of  Cases  notified  as  ophthalmia  neonatorum  .  . 

3 

Nil 

No.  of  Maternal  Deaths 

3 

Nil 

No.  of  deaths — 

(a)  Stillborn 

19 

4 

(b)  Within  10  days  of  birth  and  their  causes, 
and  the  results  of  the  post-mortem  exam- 

ination,  if  obtainable 

f  23 

*  6 

I  16  died  from  Premature  Birth,  1  from  Inanition,  1  from  Hasmorrhagia 
neonatorum,  3  from  Atelectasis,  1  from  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  1  from 
Hydrops  Foetalis. 

*  4  died  from  Premature  Birth,  1  from  Hasmorrhagia  Neonatorum  and  1  from 

Idiopathic  Convulsions. 
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Table  showing  number  of  Midwives  practising  in  the  Borough 

and  cases  attended  during  1945 


Domiciliary 

Midwives  in 

Midwives 

Institutions 

T  otals 

No.  of  Midwives  practising  in  the  Borough 

at  the  end  of  1 945 — - 

(a)  Employed  by  the  Council 

11 

11 

22 

(b)  In  private  practice 

1 

4 

5 

12 

15 

27 

Domiciliary 

Cases  in 

No.  of  cases  in  the  Borough  attended  by 

Cases 

Institutions 

Totals 

Midwives — - 

(a)  Employed  by  the  Council — 

(i)  As  Midwives  .  . 

789 

809 

1,598 

(ii)  As  Maternity  Nurses 

122 

195 

317 

{b)  In  private  practice  — 

(i)  As  Midwives  .  . 

9 

5 

14 

(ii)  As  Maternity  Nurses 

1 

148 

149 

r  (i)  As  Midwives 

1  OT  ii  S  J  . . 

\  (ii)  As  Maternity  Nurses 

798 

123 

814 

343 

1,612 

466 

921 

1,157 

2,078 

Attendances  Registered  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres 


Under 

6- 

-12 

1- 

-2 

2- 

-5 

New 

Centre 

6  months 

months 

years 

vears 

Total 

Cases 

A. 

M» 

A. 

M. 

A. 

M. 

A. 

M. 

A. 

M. 

Pool  St.  .  . 

2631 

785 

1767 

337 

1117 

467 

1421 

348 

6936 

1937 

325 

Field  Rd.  .  . 

3391 

1248 

1926 

564 

1335 

615 

1696 

442 

8348 

2869 

516 

Littleton  St. 

1829 

633 

1147 

338 

688 

287 

1354 

287 

5018 

1545 

219 

Countess  St. 

2980 

958 

1968 

417 

1458 

603 

1416 

298 

7822 

2276 

363 

Ida  Rd.  .  . 

2185 

894 

1468 

405 

815 

378 

1058 

224 

5526 

1901 

2  57 

Totals  .  . 

13016 

4518 

8276 

2061 

5413 

2350 

6945 

1599 

33650 

10528 

1680 

INFANT  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1945 
Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  ages  under  One  year  of  age 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  rising  curve  of  tuberculosis  incidence  which  has  occurred 

during  the  war  years,  now  shows  some  signs  of  levelling  out,  and  the 

increase  in  the  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  the  Borough 

was  not  so  great  in  1945  as  in  the  previous  years.  The  number  of  new 

patients  attending  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  was  638,  much  the 

same  as  in  1944,  and  of  these,  150  patients  were  found  to  be  suffering 
from  tuberculosis.  The  war-time  increase  is  well  shown  in  the 

following  table  : 


Year 

New  cases 
examined 

Diagnosed 

Tuberculosis 

Transfers 

in 

Total 

Contacts 

examined 

1939 

355 

83 

5 

360 

21% 

1940 

320 

101 

8 

328 

16.7% 

1941 

428 

110 

3 

431 

16.6  % 

1942 

552 

115 

7 

559 

13.0% 

1943 

613 

131 

10 

623 

14.2  % 

1944 

635 

146 

11 

646 

16.7  % 

1945 

638 

150 

8 

646 

19°/ 

1  y  0 

Thus  the  total  number  of  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis  on 
the  Dispensary  register  at  the  end  of  1945  increased  to  610  compared 
with  414  at  the  end  of  1939. 


As  was  expected,  the  increasing  number  of  cases  now  occurring 
has  been  reflected  in  a  raised  death  rate,  both  for  pulmonary  and 
“all  forms”  of  tuberculosis.  The  death  rate  for  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
for  1945  was  0.72  per  1.000  population,  compared  with  0.59  the 
previous  year,  and  the  corresponding  figure  for  “all  forms”  of  the 
disease  was  0.78  compared  with  0.73  in  1944.  A  total  of  80  deaths 
were  registered,  74  of  these  being  due  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
and  the  remaining  6  due  to  other  forms  of  the  disease. 

o 
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19%  of  all  new  cases  attending  the  Dispensary  were  contacts  of 
known  cases.  This  is  a  higher  percentage  than  any  since  pre-war  years, 
in  spite  of  the  marked  rise  in  the  total  number  of  new  patients. 

794  specimens  of  sputum  were  examined  at  the  Dispensary,  and 
1285  X-ray  examinations  were  carried  out  at  the  Manor  Hospital  for 
Dispensary  patients.  Of  these,  924  were  film  and  361  were  screen 
examinations. 

There  was  another  increase  in  the  number  of  patients  admitted 
to  Sanatorium  who  were  suitable  for  pneumothorax  (lung  collapse) 
treatment.  Pneumothorax  was  induced  in  25  patients  at  Pelsall  or  Goscote 
Sanatoria  during  the  year,  and  those  who  were  discharged  from 
Sanatoria  in  need  of  £<  refills  ”,  attended  the  pneumothorax  clinic  at 
the  Manor  Hospital  (Monday,  5-30  p.m.),  where  this  treatment  is 
continued  for  several  years  in  many  cases,  the  majority  of  patients 
attending  being  able  to  do  a  full  day’s  work.  Refills  are  given  at  weekly 
or  fortnightly  intervals  and  X-ray  screening  examinations  take  place 
once  a  month.  Special  appointments  are  made  for  cases  presenting 
unusual  features. 

The  financial  provisions  of  the  Government  Scheme  under  Memo. 
266/T  for  the  payment  of  allowances  to  tuberculous  patients  continued 
to  operate  fairly  satisfactorily,  though  the  separation  of  eligible  and 
ineligible  patients  on  clinical  ground  continues  to  cause  dissatisfaction 
Under  the  terms  of  the  memorandum,  chronic  cases  are  excluded  from 
the  scheme,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  may  be  possible  in  the  future  to 
include  all  forms  and  all  types  of  the  disease,  early  and  otherwise,  in 
such  a  scheme.  It  is  feared  that  the  present  allowances  may  be  discon¬ 
tinued  with  the  coming  of  new  health  legislation.  This  would  be  most 
regrettable  for  even  the  limited  financial  provisions  already  in  operation 
have  proved  their  value,  both  from  the  financial  viewpoint  and  also 
for  the  psychological  benefit  they  have  conferred  on  patients  otherwise 
faced  with  considerable  domestic  anxiety. 

Shortage  of  nursing  staff  has  severely  curtailed  the  amount  of  insti¬ 
tutional  treatment  that  has  been  available  for  cases  of  pulmonary  tuben 
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culosis.  Fortunately,  Pelsall  Sanatorium  has  continued  to  function 
under  considerable  difficulty  with  a  depleted  staff,  but  it  was  found 
impossible  to  re-open  Goscote  Sanatorium,  closed  in  December  1944, 
until  September  1945,  and  even  then,  much  difficulty  was  encountered 
in  continuing  treatment  there.  In  spite  of  improved  remuneration 
and  working  hours,  (now  more  difficult  than  ever  to  put  into  effect) 
recruits  to  the  nursing  profession  are  far  less  than  present  needs  demand, 
and  in  this  connection  it  is  feared  that  there  are  several  “lean”  years 
ahead,  until  conditions  have  become  more  stabilised  and  a  spirit  of 
service  to  the  community  determines  an  improvement  in  the  quality 
and  number  of  the  nursing  profession. 


The  following  table  shows  the  new  cases  notified  and  deaths  during 
1945  : 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

N  on-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—  1  .  . 

• — 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

— 

1—  5  .  . 

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5—10  .  . 

2 

1 

5 

— 

— 

1 

10—15  .  . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

_ 

— 

1 

15—20  .  . 

10 

17 

2 

1 

|  3 

4 

1 

— 

20—25  .  . 

9 

9 

1 

4 

4 

5 

25—35  .  . 

17 

10 

1 

2 

6 

2 

— 

35—45  .  . 

12 

5 

— 

— 

15 

4 

— - 

— 

45 — 55  .  . 

15 

5 

• 

— 

— 

12 

2 

— 

55—65  .  . 

14 

2 

1 

— 

11 

1 

— 

Above  65 

3 

2 

1 

4 

■i 

1 

1 

Totals  .  . 

83 

52 

9 

17 

55 

19 

2 

4 

^3  patients  were  admitted  to  Pelsall  Sanatorium  during  the  year 
and  36  to  Goscote.  There  were  17  deaths  at  Pelsall  and  1  at  Goscote. 


135  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the 
year  as  against  136  in  the  previous  year  and  26  of  other  forms  as  against 
29. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


There  was  a  further  increase  in  the  number  of  patients  attending 
the  Special  Treatment  Centre  at  the  Manor  Hospital  during  the  year. 
This  is  to  be  expected  in  view  of  the  prevailing  social  conditions  on  the 
continent  and  in  this  country  and  the  peak  has  not  yet  been  reached. 
440  new  cases  attended  during  1945,  of  which  168  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from  venereal  disease  and  272  were  non-venereal.  22  cases 
attended  for  the  first  time  who  were  known  to  have  received  treatment 
elsewhere;  12  of  these  were  service  men.  Of  the  new  cases  251  came 
from  Walsall  and  189  lived  in  the  County  of  Stafford.  Walsall  cases 
actually  suffering  from  venereal  disease  numbered  99,  and  the  corres¬ 
ponding  number  for  the  County  of  Stafford  was  69. 

A  total  of  5786  attendances  were  made  at  the  clinic  during  the  year, 
which  is  a  slight  reduction  on  the  figure  for  1944.  On  the  whole,  the 
attendance  figures  during  the  past  seven  years  have  remained  remark¬ 
ably  constant.  There  has  been  very  little  variation  in  spite  of  the 
continued  increase  in  the  total  number  of  cases.  This  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  treatment  has  been  speeded  up  year  by  year,  and  a  great  deal 
of  intermediate  treatment  is  now  unnecessary.  With  the  introduction 
of  penicillin,  certain  cases  can  now  be  cured  in  a  fraction  of  the  time 
taken  in  pre-war  years,  but  this  fact  is  not  without  its  social  dangers. 
97  cases  received  penicillin  treatment  during  the  year. 

Tests  of  cure  still  call  for  patient  and  steady  surveillance  over  a 
period  of  several  months,  but  it  has  been  found  that  the  majority  of 
patients  obey  instructions  and  attend  for  complete  tests. 

There  is  still  a  serious  number  of  defaulters  who  cease  to  attend 
before  completion  of  treatment,  but  the  danger  thus  presented  is  chiefly 
to  themselves.  Modern  treatment  renders  most  patients  suffering  from 
venereal  disease  non-infectious  quite  early  in  its  inception,  so  that 
although  some  cases  are  not  cured  before  they  default,  the  majority  of 
these,  through  their  short  attendance,  cease  to  be  a  danger  to  the 
community.  48  such  cases  ceased  to  attend  in  1945  before  completion 
of  treatment. 
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In  regard  to  the  tracing  of  contacts,  official  notifications  on  Form 
1,  under  Regulation  33B,  have  shown  a  drop,  only  13  such  cases 
being  notified  in  this  way,  and  as  usual,  insufficient  or  incorrect  inform¬ 
ation  was  given  in  many  of  these.  In  one  case  two  such  notifications 
were  received,  rendering  the  contact  liable  to  legal  proceedings, 
but  attendance  at  the  clinic  was  effected  by  persuasion  and  no  statutory 
action  was  necessary.  3  other  cases  in  which  Form  1  was  received 
attended  as  a  result  of  persuasive  measures.  The  contact  slip  system 
continued  to  produce  a  number  of  contacts  requiring  examination, 
frequently  followed  by  treatment.  27  slips  were  issued  during  the 
year  and  as  a  result  18  contacts  attended. 

20  unmarried  girls  were  examined  for  the  Moral  Welfare 
Association  for  evidence  of  venereal  disease  prior  to  admission  to 
appropriate  homes  or  for  adoption  purposes. 

The  times  of  the  sessions  at  the  Manor  Hospital  remain  the  same, 
and  seem  to  suit  the  convenience  of  patients  both  from  Walsall  and 
from  outlying  areas.  There  are  three  evening  sessions  per  week,  two 
for  males  (Monday  and  Thursday)  and  one  for  females  (Tuesday)  one 
morning  session  for  males  (Friday)  and  one  afternoon  session  for 
females  (Friday).  Payment  of  fares  to  necessitous  cases  has  continued 
by  arrangement  with  the  County  of  Stafford. 

The  foregoing  relates  to  the  actual  work  of  the  treatment  centre 
for  venereal  diseases.  Much  more  needs  to  be  done  in  the  way  of  pre¬ 
vention  of  these  diseases,  for  although  hostilities  have  ceased,  social 
conditions  fostering  their  spread  still  remain.  To  give  an  example, 
the  combination,  of  alcohol  consumption  with  such  an  apparently 
harmless  social  pursuit  as  dancing  may  frequently  lead  to  circum¬ 
stances  favouring  promiscuity,  in  itself  a  social  evil,  whether  followed 
by  venereal  disease  or  not.  Educative  measures  specifically  aimed  at 
the  abolition  of  venereal  diseases  are  doomed  to  failure.  The  attack 
must  be  on  a  broad  front.  Encouragement  should  be  given  to  all  social 
work,  especially  amongst  youth,  religious  and  secular,  which  makes 
for  healthy  living,  full  use  of  leisure  and  adequate  scope  for  proper 
development  of  body  and  mind.  Ihis  will  have  its  effect  in  the  fight 
against  the  total  of  social  evil,  of  which  venereal  disease  is  a  part. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WALSALL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1945. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  County 

BOROUGH  OF  WALSALL. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  hereby  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1945,  giving 
particulars  of  the  sanitary  administration  of  the  Borough. 

The  nature  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  has  followed 
largely  that  reported  upon  during  the  years  1939  to  1944.  Every 
endeavour  has  been  made  to  maintain  the  sanitary  service  at  as  high 
a  level  as  possible. 

The  position  with  regard  to  the  maintenance  of  satisfactory 
standards  of  repair  and  sanitary  accomodation  to  property  continued 
to  be  difficult. 

Considerable  use  was  again  made  of  the  proposals  contained  in 
the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Circular  2871  with  respect  to  Certificates  of 
Essentiality,  details  of  which  are  as  set  out  in  the  report. 
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With  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  proposals  contained  in  the 
Defence  (General)  Regulation  56a  —  Licensing  of  Civil  Building 
Works,  I  was  appointed  jointly  with  the  Borough  Engineer  and 
Surveyor,  Licensing  Officer  for  the  purpose  of  granting  certain  Civil 
Building  Licences  and  Authorizations,  details  of  which  are  set  out 
in  the  report. 

The  work  in  connection  with  the  inspection  and  supervision  of 
food  stuffs,  including  milk  supplies,  has  continued  to  be  heavy,  the 
volume  of  food  stuffs  examined  and  condemned  as  unfit  (some  120 
tons)  was  higher  than  in  any  previously  recorded  year. 

There  have  been  considerable  staff  changes  during  the  year.  Mr. 
R.  Johnson  of  Watford  took  up  his  duties  as  Deputy  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  on  1st  February,  1945.  Messrs.  S.  J.  T.  Wood  and  George 
Leeder,  Sanitary  Inspectors,  left  the  department  in  order  to  take  up 
other  appointments  at  Epsom  and  Ewell,  and  Lichfield  Rural  District, 
respectively,  and  Miss  J.  Heeley,  junior  clerk,  resigned  her  appoint¬ 
ment.  Two  male  junior  clerks,  George  Brownsword  and  Brian  Roger, 
were  appointed  during  the  year.  For  a  long  period  during  the  year  the 
department  was  handicapped  by  the  shortage  of  Sanitary  Inspectors, 
and  attempts  made  to  fill  the  vacancies  failed.  The  position  was  im¬ 
proved  by  the  welcome  return  in  October  of  Messrs.  F.  G.  S.  Hill 
and  P.  G.  Tremain  from  the  Forces,  on  their  release  under  the  Class 
B  Scheme. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  total  number  of  visits  and  inspections  made  to  all  premises 
for  the  purpose  of  sanitary  inspection  was  15,266,  which  together 
with  305  visits  made  in  connection  with  Civil  Defence  and  Food 
Control  gives  a  total  number  of  visits  of  15,571. 

2,088  complaints  were  investigated,  and  262  visits  made  to  infected 
houses. 
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Further  to  action  instituted  under  the  Public  Flealth  Acts,  391 
houses  were  improved  by  repairs  to  the  structures,  978  houses  received 
attention  with  respect  to  water  closet  and  ashbin  accommodation, 
drainage  repairs,  and  abatement  of  other  nuisances,  a  total  number 
of  1,369  houses  being  improved  during  the  year. 


HOUSING. 

At  the  31st  December,  1944,  there  were  423  houses  in  respect  of 
which  Clearance  Orders,  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  or  individual 
Unfit  Demolition  Orders  were  operative,  still  in  occupation.  17  of 
these  houses  were  closed  during  the  year,  the  families  being  accom¬ 
modated  in  reconditioned  or  re-let  Council  houses.  The  17  families 
were  taken  from  such  houses  as  were  in  the  worst  structural  condition. 
There  are  now  24  houses  for  which  licences  to  re-let  have  been  granted. 

At  the  31st  December,  1945,  there  remained  413  unfit  houses  still 
in  occupation,  A  proportion  of  these  houses  are  now  controlled  by 
the  Council,  having  been  acquired  under  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders, 
and  many  of  them  have  had  urgent  works  of  repair  carried  out  in  order 
to  maintain  some  degree  of  comfort  for  the  occupiers. 


The  following  list  shows  the  progress  made  under  the  Housing 
Acts  1930  and  1936,  to  31st  December,  1945. 


Houses  represented  as  unfit 
,,  closed  ... 

,,  demolished 

No.  of  persons  displaced 


3,030 

2,517 

2,324 

11,135 


Nine  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year,  these  being  in  such 
a  condition  that  it  was  impossible  to  regard  them  as  being  suitable 
for  emergency  accommodation. 


During  the  year  a  house  was  found  to  be  let  under  most  unsatis¬ 
factory  conditions,  and  after  considering  a  representation  on  the  matter 
the  Health  Committee  resolved  to  make  Closing  Orders  on  the  three 
parts  of  the  building  which  were  let  as  separate  tenements. 
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The  condition  of  many  of  the  unfit  houses  can  now  only  be  described 
as  appalling.  It  has  been  possible  to  re-open  negotiations  for  purchase 
with  respect  to  the  houses  included  in  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders, 
and  this  policy  is  being  pursued. 

There  is  a  need  for  giving  serious  consideration  to  the  position 
of  families  occupying  condemned  houses,  and  it  is  hoped  that  with 
the  provision  of  new  housing  accommodation  a  proportion  of  such 
houses  will  be  made  available  for  dealing  with  the  most  urgent  cases. 

OVERCROWDING. 

As  previously  reported  it  is  impossible  to  give  any  reliable  figures 
with  regard  to  the  overcrowding  position.  Overcrowding  cases,  many 
of  a  distressing  nature,  are  constantly  being  met  with,  but  owing  to 
the  shortage  of  housing  accommodation  it  is  not  possible  to  institute 
satisfactory  measures  of  abatement. 

Details  of  58  cases  of  serious  overcrowding  have  been  reported 
to  the  Housing  Department  during  the  year. 

MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH  CIRCULAR  2871 

GENERAL  SCHEME  FOR  THE  REPAIR  OF  HOUSES 

During  the  year  Certificates  of  Essentiality  were  granted  to  private 
owners  in  respect  of  2,069  houses,  the  total  estimated  cost  of  the  work 
being  £10,642  12  11.  Essential  work  had  been  completed  during 
the  year  with  respect  to  2,455  houses,  the  total  estimated  cost  of  the 
work  being  £9,891  4  Od. 

The  totals  at  the  31st  December,  1945,  were  as  follows  : — 
Certificates  of  Essentiality  issued  in  respect  of  5,187  houses,  the  tota] 
estimated  cost  being  £24,905  19  5d.  Essential  repairs  completed  in 
respect  of  4,850  houses,  the  total  estimated  cost  being  £20,173  1  Od. 


MINISTRY  OF  WORKS— CONTROL  OF  CIVIL  BUILDING 
DEFENCE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1939 

During  the  period  8th  August  to  31st  December,  1945,  191  licences 
were  issued  under  the  above  Regulations,  covering  work  at  232 
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premises  —  149  houses  and  83  other  premises,  the  total  estimated  cost 
for  which  was  £8,195  6  Od.  The  work  included  painting  and  repairs 
in  respect  of  premises  as  set  out  below : — 


Houses 

Other  Premises 

Total 

Painting 

33 

15 

48 

Repairs 

93 

64 

157 

Painting  and  Repairs 

23 

4 

27 

Totals  ... 

149 

83 

232 

During  this  period  11  applications  have  been  refused. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

There  is  no  substantial  change  to  report  with  regard  to  water 
supply,  and  the  position  remains  as  reported  in  the  Annual  Report 
for  1944. 

The  water  supply  for  the  area  is  from  the  mains  of  the  South 
Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company,  and  was  generally  satisfactory 
during  the  year  both  in  quantity  and  quality. 

DISINFESTATION 

The  Disinfestation  Service,  upon  which  a  detailed  report  was  given 
in  the  Annual  Report  for  1944,  has  again  had  a  busy  year  in  spite  of 
staff  difficulties.  The  nature  of  the  work  has  followed  largely  upon 
that  reported  in  1944. 

The  attention  of  dealers  in  secondhand  furniture  was  called  to 
the  provisions  of  Section  98  of  the  Walsall  Corporation  Act,  1939, 
with  regard  to  the  sale  of  vermin-infested  furniture. 

INFESTATION  ORDER,  1943 

Several  cases  of  rat  infestation  have  been  dealt  with  during  the 
year,  and  methods  of  destruction  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of 
Food  have  been  carried  out  with  success  in  such  cases. 

Owing  to  acute  staff  shortages  it  was  not  possible  to  undertake 
a  maintenance  treatment  of  the  Borough’s  sewers,  but  it  was  hoped 
to  be  able  to  make  a  start  on  such  maintenance  treatment  early  in  1946. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  deposit  gauge  at  the  Bloxwich  Depot  continued  in  operation 
throughout  the  year,  but  being  situated  at  the  northern  end  of  the 
Borough  it  was  felt  that  it  gave  insufficient  information  on  the  level 
of  atmospheric  pollution  over  the  district  as  a  whole.  Plans  were 
therefore  commenced  for  increasing  the  number  of  instruments  with 
a  view  to  their  installation  during  1946. 

Monthly  Record  of  Deposits. 


The  following  deposits  were  collected  by  the  gauge  at  the  Bloxwich 
Depot  : — 


Rainfall 

m.m. 

Deposits- 

Insoluble 

—tons  per  sq 

Soluble 

uare  mile 

Total  Solids 

January  . 

15 

5,64 

5.97 

11.61 

Februarv  . 

j 

40 

4.31 

10.94 

15.26 

March 

15 

1.99 

5.64 

7.63 

April 

18 

2.32 

11.61 

13.94 

May  . 

40 

2.46 

7.63 

10.09 

June  .  .  . 

69 

7.63 

11,28 

18.91 

July  .  .  . 

39 

7.30 

6.30 

13.60 

August 

41 

6.30 

7.30 

13.60 

September 

32 

5.64 

7.30 

12.94 

October  . 

60 

6.30 

9.62 

15.93 

November 

7 

2.98 

5.31 

8.29 

December 

69 

7.31 

13.60 

20.90 

Informal  action  was  taken  on  a  number  of  occasions  during  1945 
for  the  abatement  of  smoke  nuisances.  A  new  technique  for  the  in¬ 
vestigation  of  nuisances  from  industrial  boilers  was  used  and  found 
to  be  very  successful.  It  involves  tests  and  observations  over  a  period 
of  two  days  during  which  the  results  of  working  a  boiler  according 
to  the  normal  practice  of  the  factory  in  question  are  compared  with 
the  results  obtained  when  working  under  the  supervision  of  Sanitary 
Inspectors. 
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An  approach  was  made  on  one  occasion  to  the  Regional  Office 
of  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power  for  the  allocation  of  an  alternative 
fuel  to  one  factory.  As  a  result  a  supply  was  made  available  and  a 
serious  nuisance  eliminated. 

The  work  of  reducing  atmospheric  pollution  has  been  hampered 
by  staffing  difficulties,  but  as  soon  as  these  difficulties  have  been 
overcome  this  subject  will  have  to  receive  far  more  attention  than 
has  been  possible  hitherto. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Inspection  of  meat  and  other  Foods.  The  inspection  and  super¬ 
vision  of  food  continues  to  take  a  great  deal  of  the  time  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors.  Slaughtering  has  continued  at  the  Government- 
controlled  slaughterhouse  in  Shortacre  Street. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  of  carcases  inspected, 
together  with  particulars  of  carcases  or  parts  thereof  condemned, 
and  is  in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


1945 


Cat.de 

excluding 

cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  and  inspected. 

4,575 

2,811 

9,816 

23,392 

456 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

4 

27 

51 

10 

7 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1,742 

1,474 

44 

819 

16 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  all  diseases 
except  tuberculosis 

38.05% 

53.39% 

.96% 

3.67% 

5.04% 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

22 

125 

2 

Nil 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

644 

1,292 

55 

Nil 

44 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuberculosis 

14.55% 

50.40% 

•  58% 

Nil 

;  1.03% 

(Total  number  of  carcases  examined  .  .  .  .  41,050) 
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Unwholesome  Food  Condemned,  The  following  table  gives 
details  of  the  nature  and  weight  of  foodstuffs  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  during  the  year  1945,  the  bulk  of  the  foodstuffs 
being  surrendered  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  at  the  time  of  Inspection. 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

lbs. 

Meat  and  Offal  (at  Government  con- 

trolled  slaughterhouse) 

115 

9 

1 

261 

Pigs’  heads  and  offals  (condemned  during 
inspection  of  pigs  killed  by  private 

persons)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

22 

Tinned  meats  and  other  foods 

3 

8 

2 

T 

Sausages 

— 

2 

1 

Bacon 

— 

— 

2 

231 

Brawn 

— 

— 

1 

7 

Pressed  Pork 

— 

— 

— 

22 

Fish  ... 

— 

10 

1 

13 

Rabbits 

— 

— 

2 

24 

Butter 

— 

— 

— 

li 
1  2 

Margarine  ... 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Cheese 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Eggs . 

— 

1 

1 

20 

Sultanas 

— 

2 

2 

•  10 

Dates 

— 

2 

2 

19 

Prunes 

— 

— 

1 

22 

Dried  Peaches 

— 

— 

— 

25 

Raisins 

— 

4 

1 

24 

Dried  Peas  ... 

— 

1 

2 

25 

Sweets 

— 

2 

3 

5i 

Tea 

— 

— 

3 

16 

Self-raising  Flour 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Total  ... 

120 

10 

1 

201 

Every  effort  was  made  to  salvage  for  purposes  other  than  human 
consumption  the  food  condemned  as  unfit,  subject  to  satisfactory 
safeguards  as  to  the  method  of  disposal. 

Certain  cases  where  foodstuffs  not  in  a  fit  condition  for  retail  sale, 
and  which  were  in  such  quantity  as  to  be  useful  for  salvaging  for 
other  purposes,  were  referred  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  Salvage  Division. 
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The  attention  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  was  drawn  to  certain  un¬ 
satisfactory  features  at  the  Slaughterhouse,  Shortacre  Street,  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  cooling  arrangements  for  slaughtered  meat  and 
the  transport  of  meat  from  the  Walsall  Depot  to  Butchers5  shops. 
A  conference  was  held  with  the  Ministry’s  Officials  at  which  various 
suggestions  as  to  improvements  were  discussed.  Improvements  were 
immediately  put  in  hand  with  regard  to  the  cooling  arrangements, 
but  the  position  with  regard  to  the  transport  of  meat  remains  much 
the  same.  While  there  has  been  from  time  to  time  improvements 
in  the  condition  of  the  vans  a  great  deal  of  improvement  remains  to 
be  made  in  the  hygienic  distribution  of  fresh  and  imported  meat  from 
the  Ministry’s  depots. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1926-43 
MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  REGULATIONS,  1936-46 

The  following  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year  for  bacteriological  examination  : 

Accredited 

Local  producers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Pasteurised 

Local  plants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  116 

Outside  plants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

» 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

Local  plants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Outside  plants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Sterilised  and  Heat  Treated 

Local  plants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Outside  olants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 
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Raw  (Undesignated) 

Local  farms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Pasteurising  plants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Total  346 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  REGULATIONS,  1936-46 

Accredited  Producers 

At  the  beginning  of  1945  the  number  of  cowkeepers  licensed  for 
the  production  of  Accredited  milk  was  5,  but  during  the  year  one  of 
the  farms  was  closed. 

Careful  supervision  was  exercised  throughout  the  year  over  all 
producers,  and  regular  samples  were  taken.  In  general  the  milk  was 
of  a  satisfactory  bacteriological  standard,  but  there  was  some  deteriora¬ 
tion  of  keeping  quality  during  the  summer  months.  In  only  one  case 
was  it  necessary  to  make  special  representations  regarding  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  milk.  The  results  of  the  samples  were  as  follows  : 

No.  of  Coliform  Methylene  Blue 

Samples  ^ - ' -  - - - 

taken  Passed  Failed  Passed  Failed 

53  41  12  38  15 

Pasteurising  Plants 

The  detailed  supervision  of  the  three  licensed  pasteurising  plants 
again  occasioned  a  great  deal  of  work  during  the  year,  and  a  large 
number  of  samples  were  taken.  The  results  of  these  samples  were 
as  follows  : 

No.  of  Bacterial  Methylene 

Samples  Count  Coliform  Phosphatase  Blue 

taken  Passed  Failed  Passed  Failed  Passed  Failed  Passed  Failed 

Pasteurised  Milk 

116  79  37  94  22  58  0  28  8 

T.T.  (Pasteurised)  Milk 

15  15  0  12  3  10  0  6  2 
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It  will  be  observed  from  these  results  that  no  sample  failed  the 
phosphatase  test.  This  fact  is  important  because  it  indicates  that  the 
milk  was  adequately  treated  with  heat. 

One  sample  of  milk  pasteurised  in  the  Borough  and  taken  by 
an  outside  Authority  failed  the  phosphatase  test,  and  a  further 
examination  indicated  the  presence  of  live  tubercle  bacilli.  The  Health 
Committee  took  a  serious  view  of  the  matter  and  the  dairyman  in 
question  appeared  before  them.  This  incident  serves  to  emphasize 
the  vital  importance  of  the  adequate  heat  treatment  of  milk  before 
consumption. 

On  two  occasions  during  the  year  it  was  necessary  to  carry  out 
careful  investigations  at  two  of  the  pasteurising  plants  in  order  to 
discover  the  cause  of  a  deterioration  in  the  bacteriological  quality  of 
the  milk.  On  both  occasions  the  source  of  the  trouble  was  located 
and  advice  given  as  to  its  elimination. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Minister  of  Health  issued  draft 
Regulations  designed  to  abolish  the  plate  count  as  the  legal  standard 
for  pasteurised  milk. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1926-43 

The  supervision  of  the  production  of  undesignated  milk  at  farms 
within  the  Borough  has  been  maintained  during  the  year  despite  the 
shortage  of  staff,  and  regular  samples  were  taken.  The  results  of  these 


samples  were  as 

follows  : 

• 

No.  of 

Samples 

Coliform 

Methylene  Blue 

taken 

Passed  Failed 

Passed  Failed 

34 

25  9 

29  5 

It  will  be  observed  from  these  results  that  a  considerable  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  milk  sampled  was  equal  to  the  standard  of  Accredited 
milk. 
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A  number  of  samples  were  also  submitted  for  examination  for 
tubercle  bacilli,  but  these  were  all  negative. 

Difficulty  was  again  experienced  during  the  year  regarding  the 
bacteriological  quality  of  milk  sold  in  the  Borough  but  obtained  from 
an  outside  source.  Representations  were  made  to  the  appropriate 
local  authority  and  resulted  in  a  slight  improvement. 

A  series  of  samples  of  milk  bottles  was  taken  during  the  year  in 
order  to  check  the  efficiency  of  washing  and  sterilization.  Most  of 
the  bottles  were  found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  but  in  certain 
instances  the  attention  of  dairymen  had  to  be  drawn  to  unsatisfactory 
bottles  and  a  request  made  for  an  overhaul  of  the  bottle-washing 
plant. 


ICE  CREAM 

With  the  removal  of  the  ban  on  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream 
it  was  considered  advisable  to  make  a  careful  investigation  into  the 
methods  and  hygiene  of  manufacture  practised  by  dealers  in  the 
Borough.  Accordingly  all  manufacturing  premises  were  inspected 
during  the  year  and  advice  given  on  these  points.  This  work  was 
supplemented  by  the  taking  of  regular  samples  for  bacteriological 
examination.  These  samples  revealed  a  rather  disquieting  state  of 
affairs  and  sho  ved  that  the  standard  of  hygiene  of  ice  cream 
manufacturers  was  far  below  that  which  was  desirable.  It  was  found, 
however,  that  manufacturers  were  anxious  to  ensure  that  their  product 
was  of  a  satisfactory  state  of  purity,  and  readily  co-operated  in  making 
improvements  to  their  premises.  Detailed  instructions  were  given, 
in  particular,  regarding  the  cleansing  and  sterilization  of  utensils, 
the  heat  treatment  of  the  ice  cream,  and  rapid  cooling  after  treatment. 
In  addition,  several  manufacturers  replaced  parts  of  their  equipment 
which  did  not  lend  themselves  to  a  proper  cleansing  with  equipment 
of  a  more  satisfactory  design.  All  of  these  factors  resulted  in  a  marked 
improvement  by  the  end  of  the  summer  in  the  bacteriological 
condition  of  the  ice  cream. 
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SAMPLING 

Mr.  F.  E.  Thompson,  A.R.C.S.,  F.R.I.C.,  submits  the  following 
particulars  of  the  samples  which  have  been  analysed  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act.  1938,  and  the  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act  of 
1926. 


236  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis,  60  were  formal  samples 
and  176  were  informal.  Of  these  8,  equivalent  to  3.35%,  were 
adulterated. 


108  milks  were  received  of  which  7,  equivalent  to  6.48%,  were 
adulterated. 


8  samples  were  taken  under  the  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act, 
1926,  of  which  1,  equivalent  to  12.5%,  was  deficient  in  Ammonia. 


In  connection  with  the  unsatisfactory  samples  of  milk  special 
reports  were  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee,  in  one  case  there 
was  a  deficiency  of  fat  due  to  inadequate  mixing  of  the  milk  before 
retail  sale,  and  the  vendor  was  warned  of  the  seriousness  of  the 
offence.  In  the  other  cases  there  were  slight  deficiences  in  solids  not 
fat  and  after  full  investigation  and  hearing  representations  from  the 
vendor  the  Health  Committee  resolved  that  the  vendor  be  informed 
that  while  appreciating  the  efforts  which  had  been  made  to  ensure  a 
satisfactory  milk  supply,  the  Health  Committee  will  take  a  serious 
view  of  further  samples  proving  unsatisfactory. 


With  respect  to  an  informal  sample  of  margarine  the  Analyst 
reported  that  this  sample  was  adulterated  with  an  excess  of  .4%  water, 
in  all  other  respects  the  sample  was  genuine,  and  the  attention  of  the 
retailer,  the  Agents  for  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  the  Ministry  of 
Food  was  drawn  to  the  Analyst’s  report. 
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CONCLUSION 

May  I  again  pay  tribute  to  the  continued  support  of  the  Chairman 
and  Members  ol  the  Health  Committee,  and  to  the  help  and  co-opera¬ 
tion  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  To  my  colleagues  in  the  Health 
Department  who  have  given  unstinting  service,  I  tender  my  sincere 
thanks. 


Yours  obediently, 

C.  A.  STANSBURY, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1945. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Report  on  the  School  Medical 
Service  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1945.  The  Report  is 
drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of 
Education. 

1.  STAFF. 

We  have  had  a  full  medical  staff  since  the  middle  of  February, 
when  Dr.  Reach  took  up  his  appointment  as  Assistant  Medical 
Officer.  For  only  two  months  of  the  year  did  we  have  a  complete 
staff  of  JTealth  Visitors. 

In  spite  of  this  a  large  number  of  routine  medical  inspections  were 
carried  out,  and  the  work  of  the  minor  ailment  clinics  has  been  main¬ 
tained.  Owing  to  the  shortage  of  nursing  staffs  “  follow-up  ”  visits 
to  the  homes  have  suffered  to  some  extent. 

The  staff  of  school  dentists  remained  at  two  until  the  return  of 
Mr.  Humphries  from  the  Services  in  October. 

2.  SCHOOL  ACCOMMODATION. 

Details  of  the  school  accommodation  provided  are  as  follows  : 

(a)  Secondary  Schools  : 

County  Schools  ...  ...  ...  13 

Voluntary  Schools  ...  ...  ...  2 

with  accommodation  for  5,378  pupils. 

(b)  Primary  Schools  : 

County  Schools  ...  ...  ...  27 

Voluntary  Schools  ...  ...  ...  16 

with  accommodation  for  14,185  pupils. 

(y)  Open-air  School  for  50  pupils. 

(d)  Beacon  Residential  School  for  Educationally  subnormal 
children — 77  pupils. 
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The  number  of  children  on  the  register  at  31st  December,  1945, 
was  15,801,  and  the  average  attendance  (excluding  the  Beacon  School) 
was  13,714. 

3.  PHYSICAL  AND  MENTAL  WELFARE. 

The  health  of  the  school  child  remains  good  and  there  is  no  evidence 
of  any  malnutrition.  Of  5,153  children  inspected  in  the  routine  age 
groups,  only  1  was  reported  as  being  badly  nourished.  The  physical 
condition  of  752  was  reported  as  being  excellent,  4,008  as  being  normal, 
and  392  as  slightly  subnormal.  Minor  affections  remain  fairly  common, 
but  there  has  been  an  absence  of  serious  illness. 

During  the  year  10  school  children  died,  the  causes  of  death  being  : 
Diphtheria  2,  Surgical  Tuberculosis  1,  Malignant  Disease  1,  Acci¬ 
dental  2,  Other  causes  4. 

4.  SCHOOL  CLINICS. 

Medical  sessions  for  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments  are  held 
as  formerly,  once  weekly  at  each  of  the  three  school  clinics.  On 
Saturday  mornings  the  medical  officers  attend  at  the  Bradford  Street 
and  Littleton  Street  clinics  when  special  and  more  detailed  examinations 
of  school  children  can  be  carried  out. 

When  Dr.  Gillan,  our  Ophthalmic  Specialist  was  called  to  the 
Services  in  September,  his  place  was  taken  by  Dr.  Duff,  who  was 
appointed  on  a  temporary  basis,  and  who  conducts  the  Refraction 
Clinic  and  the  examination  of  children  requiring  special  treatment. 

297  children  were  examined  at  the  Refraction  Clinic,  and  25 
children  were  referred  for  Orthoptic  treatment  at  the  Walsall  General 
Hospital. 

5.  UNCLEANLINESS. 

During  the  year,  1,185  children  under  the  age  of  fifteen  received 
treatment  at  the  Scabies  Clinic.  This  is  a  larger  number  than  in  the 
previous  year,  but  a  considerable  proportion  was  of  children  under 
school  age.  Cases  were  referred  for  treatment  by  the  School  Medical 
Officers,  General  Practitioners  and  Health  Visitors,  372  being  referred 
by  the  School  Medical  Service.  We  continue  to  receive  the  co-operation 
of  the  mothers,  and  the  results  of  treatment  have  been  most  satisfactory. 

As  in  previous  years,  much  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  cleanliness 
of  the  children  attending  the  elementary  schools.  The  two  whole-time 
nurses  appointed  for  this  purpose  are  kept  continuously  employed. 

An  analysis  of  the  results  of  the  inspections  shows  that  the  senior 
girls  schools  are  the  worst  offenders,  the  average  number  of  habitually 
dirty  girls  in  the  senior  girls  schools  varying  from  12  per  cent,  to 
over  16  per  cent,  of  the  girls  in  attendance.  This,  in  effect,  means 
that  in  a  senior  girls  school  of  240  pupils  as  many  as  40  girls  rarely 
have  heads  free  from  nits,  etc. 
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It  is  evident  that  the  hair  is  not  washed  so  frequently  as  it  should, 
and  that  the  use  of  the  toothcomb  is  neglected.  We  are  aware  of  the 
difficulties  which  careful  mothers  experience  in  that  it  is  practically 
impossible  to  obtain  the  special  metal  comb  which  we  used  to  supply 
in  pre-war  years.  At  the  same  time,  we  feel  that  the  mothers  of  these 
senior  girls  can  not  be  acquitted  of  their  share  of  blame  in  that  they 
do  not  exercise  that  constant  supervision  and  vigilance  over  their 
daughters’  heads  which  is  so  necessary  if  their  heads  are  to  remain 
free  from  infestation.  This  lack  of  maternal  care,  this  lowering  of 
the  standard  of  personal  hygiene,  whatever  the  cause,  is  very 
regrettable. 

The  infants  schools,  on  the  other  hand,  have  a  very  much  cleaner 
record.  In  the  worst  infant  school  the  average  number  of  children 
who  had  habitually  dirty  heads  was  11  per  cent.  Our  one-time  black 
spot,  a  school  where  a  few  years  ago  the  standard  of  head  cleanliness 
was  truly  appalling,  has  been  brought  up  to  a  standard  superior  to 
the  other  infant  schools,  and  is  now  the  second  best  infant  school 
in  the  borough.  We  are  not  prepared  to  say,  however,  how  long  this 
good  standard  would  be  maintained  if  the  services  of  the  school 
nurses  were  withdrawn. 

During  the  year  the  school  nurses  made  127,350  inspections  of 
children  in  the  schools,  and  at  these  1,170  individual  children  were 
found  unclean. 

6.  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Spears  and  Miss  Dawson,  organisers  of 
Physical  Training,  for  the  following  interesting  reports. 

Mr.  Spears  writes  : 

“  We  have  not  deluded  ourselves  into  thinking  the  end  of  hostilities 
in  the  year  1945  would  bring  about  any  sudden  improvements  in  the 
conditions  for  physical  training  in  the  schools.  Restrictions  on 
supplies  of  certain  kinds  of  equipment  have  indeed  been  rather  more 
severe,  but  this  is,  no  doubt,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  needs  of  the  men 
in  the  Forces  awaiting  demobilisation  are  much  greater.  We  certainly 
would  not  begrudge  them  any  facilities  for  recreation  during  this 
trying  period. 

“  Among  the  ‘difficulties  we  have  been  up  against  are  the  cutting 
up  of  playgrounds  by  surface  shelters  and  ramps,  the  loss  of  games 
fields,  the  storing  of  dinner  tables  and  forms  in  school  halls,  and  their 
use  as  dining  halls,  the  lack  of  plimsolls,  and,  above  all,  the  depletion 
of  teaching  staffs  ;  but  in  spite  of  these  drawbacks  the  children  have 
come  through  the  war  years  remarkably  fit.  To  some  extent  this 
must  be  attributed  to  the  ‘  safe  ’  nutrition  standards  consistently 
maintained.  But  fitness  in  itself  is  not  the  sole  objective.  As  an 
educative  medium  a  comprehensive  scheme  of  physical  education 
can  contribute  much  to  secure  balance  and  harmony  in  the  complete 
make-up  of  the  child’s  personality.  There  has  been  a  narrowing  down 
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of  the  scope  of  the  syllabi,  technique  is  less  varied,  and  in  this  respect 
the  war  generations  will  have  suffered  most.  This  is  evidenced  by 
the  lack  of  finish  and  skill  in  many  types  of  exercise,  and  is  general 
throughout  the  schools. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  the  return  of  many  men  teachers  from 
the  Services.  They  were  the  mainstay  of  physical  training  before  the 
war,  and  the  resilience  and  adaptability  with  which  they  have  resumed 
work  in  the  schools  is  a  tribute  to  the  training  they  have  undergone 
in  the  Forces. 

“  The  general  conditions  for  physical  training  naturally  fall  short 
of  those  recommended  in  the  1944  Education  Act.  Housing  demands 
are,  of  course,  a  high  priority,  and  accommodation  for  the  extra  school 
year  cannot  be  delayed,  but  as  soon  as  circumstances  allow,  steps 
should  be  taken  to  afford  to  every  school  child  the  opportunity  of 
enjoyirg  physical  training  in  a  clean  airy  hall  or  gymnasium,  organised 
games  on  convenient  well-tended  playing  fields,  and  swimming  in 
baths  more  widely  dispersed  and  adapted  to  the  teaching  of  young 
children.  No  less  importance  is  attached  to  the  provision  of  shower 
baths  in  schools  and  playing  fields,  so  that  not  only  is  the  right  attitude 
to  exercise  instilled,  but  a  hygienic  approach  to  it  becomes  the  normal 
pattern  of  procedure  with  the  growing  child. 

cc  The  swimming  awards  summarised  below  show  a  slight  decrease 
on  previous  years  for  boys,  though  the  standard  of  those  passed  was 
definitely  higher.  This  suggests  that  the  number  entered  for  testing 
was  lower,  and  was,  in  fact,  due  to  the  loss  or  transfer  of  members 
of  staffs  responsible  for  the  instruction.” 

1944  1945 


Bovs 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

1st  Class  Certificate 

2 

— 

8 

6 

2nd 

...  173 

136 

141 

90 

3rd  „  „  . . 

...  107 

81 

78 

64 

Proficiency 

...  211 

84 

188 

95 

J unior  Learners  ... 

95 

65 

95 

61 

588 

366 

510 

316 

Total  Boys  and  Girls,  1944 

954 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  1945 

•  •  . 

826 

Life  Saving  (1945)  : 

Boys 

Girls 

Bronze  Medallion 

•  •  .  ... 

15 

12 

Intermediate  Certificate  ... 

...  ... 

26 

42 

Elementary  ,, 

... 

45 

60 

86 

4-  114 

=  200 

1944  . 

.  *  .  o  .  . 

103 

+  107 

=  210 
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Miss  Dawson  writes  : 

“  The  work  during  the  past  year  has  hinged  on  the  problem  of 
how  best  to  utilise  the  services  of  the  staffs,  both  permanent  and 
temporary,  serving  in  the  schools.  Some  of  the  women  teachers 
appointed  in  a  temporary  capacity  have  now  withdrawn  their  services, 
and  will  be  greatly  missed.  A  number  of  semi-specialist  teachers 
of  physical  education  who  married  during  the  war  have  terminated 
their  appointments  on  the  return  of  their  husbands  from  the  Forces. 
This  has  produced  a  critical  shortage  of  teachers  qualified  in  the 
training  of  older  scholars. 

‘  As  a  result  of  the  Course  in  Infant  School  Physical  Training 
reported  in  a  previous  report,  interest  has  been  so  far  aroused  as  to 
lead  to  a  certain  amount  of  experimental  work  being  undertaken,  and 
many  teachers  are  showing  real  initiative. 

“  An  experiment  in  Modern  Dance  with  pupils  in  their  final  year 
at  a  school  has  been  tried  with  marked  success,  the  children  showing 
an  awakened  interest,  a  lively  response  to  the  lessons,  and  a  real 
feeling  for  movement.  This  is  sufficiently  marked  to  warrant  an 
extension  of  the  scheme  to  other  departments. 

“  On  the  Games  side  the  annual  netball  and  rounders  tournaments 
were  again  held,  at  Easter  and  Midsummer.  These  tournaments, 
embracing  as  they  do  so  many  school  departments,  have  a  most 
healthy  influence  in  bringing  together  a  large  number  of  girls  in 
friendly  competition,  and  also  have  the  effect  of  raising  the  standard 
of  play  generally.  It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  we  now  have  six 
secondary  schools  including  hockey  in  their  games  curriculum. 

“  The  general  swimming  results  show  a  decrease  in  the  total 
awards,  which  is  disappointing,  but  this  is  partially  offset  by  an 
improvement  in  the  number  of  Bronze  Medallions  and  Intermediate 
Certificates  gained.  These  facts  point  to  the  necessity  in  1946  for 
increasing  the  number  of  children  who  are  taught  to  swim.  This 
can  only  be  achieved  by  the  full  co-operation  of  parents,  teachers  and 
instructresses.” 

7.  PROVISION  OF  MEALS  AND  MILK  FOR  SCHOOL 
CHILDREN. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mrs.  D.  M.  Curtis,  School  Aleals  Organiser,  for 
the  following  report  on  the  provision  of  meals  and  milk  for  school 
children.  The  progress  which  has  been  made  is  most  gratifying. 
The  provision  of  good,  wholesome  meals  which  are  supplied  is  one 
of  the  most  important  factors  in  maintaining  and  improving  the 
health  of  the  school  child,  and  we  are  very  much  indebted  to  Mrs.  Curtis 
for  her  enthusiasm,  her  valuable  co-operation  and  guidance. 

“  During  1945  there  has  been  a  satisfactory  rise  in  the  number  of 
children  staying  to  dinner  in  school  and  for  the  month  of  December 
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the  daily  average  was  4,200.  No  increase  has  been  possible  in  the 
cooking  facilities  of  the  School  Meals  Service,  which  is  now  working 
to  capacity,  but  further  expansion  has  been  planned  and  sanctioned 
and  it  is  hoped  that  some  of  the  new  kitchens  will  be  ready  for  use 
in  September,  1946. 

“  More  school  sculleries,  to  deal  with  meals  service  and  washing-up, 
have  been  completed  and  all  school  departments  in  the  Borough 
(except  seven)  are  now  serving  meals  on  their  own  premises.  These 
remaining  schools  will  be  brought  into  the  scheme  as  soon  as  satis¬ 
factory  dining  arrangements  can  be  made. 

“  The  change  from  external  canteens,  catering  for  several  schools, 
to  the  provision  of  meals  on  the  schools’  own  premises,  is  undoubtedly 
the  chief  factor  in  the  substantial  increase  in  numbers,  for  parents 
were  often  reluctant  to  let  their  children  stay  to  dinner  when  the 
crossing  of  main  roads  or  exposure  to  bad  weather  was  involved. 
As  heretofore,  much  of  the  success  of  the  service  is  also  due  to  the 
enthusiasm  and  devotion  of  the  teachers  who  undertake  the  super¬ 
vision  of  the  children  during  meals  and  contribute  so  largely  to  the 
social  training  which  the  scheme  incidentally  provides. 

“  The  total  number  of  meals  supplied  during  the  year  was  767,852 
(586,526  for  payment  and  181,326  free)  as  against  477,737  (373,579 
for  payment  and  104,158  free).  The  notable  increase  in  the  number  of 
‘  free  ’  meals  is  due  to  the  adoption  in  June  of  a  much  more  liberal 
scale  Ol  allowances. 

“  Active  planning  towards  the  time  when  the  provision  of  free 
meals  for  all  school  children  becomes  obligatory  has  gone  forward, 
and  among  the  schemes,  already  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry  of 
Education,  and  passed  to  the  Ministry  of  Works,  are  a  dining  room 
with  kitchen  facilities  for  the  Open-air  School  and  four  new  dining 
rooms  and  kitchens  to  be  used  in  place  of  school  halls.  These  should 
provide  additional  cooking  capacity  up  to  3,000  meals  daily. 

“  The  charge  to  the  children  (covering  only  the  cost  of  food) 
remains  at  5 d.  and  much  attention  is  paid  to  the  compiling  of  the 
menus  (which  are  standard  throughout  the  town)  to  obtain  the 
greatest  variety  possible  under  the  present  restrictions. 

C£  The  supply  of  milk  to  school  children  under  the  ‘  Milk  in  Schools  ’ 
scheme  has  again  continued  during  the  year.  On  17th  October,  1945, 
the  number  of  children  who  received  milk  was  10,105,  of  whom  943 
in  necessitous  circumstances  received  it  free  of  charge  and  the 
remainder  at  the  special  rate  of  \d.  per  J  pint.” 

8.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Diphtheria.  There  were  24  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  school  children 
as  against  46  in  1944,  one  case  being  in  a  boy  immunised  seven  years 
previously.  Two  children  of  school  age  (neither  of  whom  had  been 
immunised)  died  from  the  disease. 
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The  total  of  24  cases  is  the  lowest  number  recorded  in  school 
children  since  1912. 

During  the  year  1,144  children  under  the  age  of  5  years  and  1,409 
between  the  ages  of  5  and  15,  a  total  of  2,553,  were  immunised  against 
Diphtheria,  and  251  children  received  a  re-inforcing  dose  on  first 
entry  to  school. 

In  addition,  111  children  immunised  in  previous  years  were  found 
on  testing  to  be  Schick-positive  and  were  re-immunised.  3,852 
children  previously  immunised  were  found  on  testing  to  be  Schick¬ 
negative. 

Scarlet  Fever.  93  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  amongst  school 
children  as  against  74  in  1944.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Measles  was  very  prevalent  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year. 
681  cases  of  measles  in  school  children  were  notified  during  the  year, 
639  of  these  occurring  during  the  first  quarter.  There  were  no  deaths 
of  school  children  from  this  disease. 

Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent  throughout  the  year  but  never 
reached  epidemic  proportions.  82  notifications  of  this  disease  were 
received  respecting  school  children,  no  deaths  being  recorded. 

9.  HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN. 

Deaf.  We  were  fortunate  in  being  able  to  place  six  deaf  children 
(2  boys,  4  girls)  in  Residential  Schools  for  the  Deaf  during  the  year, 
and  there  were  at  the  end  of  the  year  11  deaf  children  in  such  residential 
schools.  In  addition,  three  boys  are  attending  a  day  school  for  the  deaf. 

Blind.  Four  children  (3  boys,  1  girl)  were  admitted  to  Residential 
Schools  for  the  Blind  during  the  year  and  there  were  at  the  end  of 
the  year  11  blind  or  partially  blind  children  (7  boys,  4  girls)  in  resi¬ 
dential  schools  for  the  blind. 

Educationally  Subnormal.  There  were  14  boys  and  3  girls  in 
residential  schools  for  the  educationally  subnormal. 

These  handicapped  children  were  in  the  following  Institutions  : 
Institution  Boys  Girls  Total 


Royal  School  for  Deaf  Children  (Birmingham)  3  4 

Moseley  Road  School  for  the  Deaf  (Birming¬ 
ham)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3  —  3 

The  Mount  School  for  the  Deaf  (Stoke)  ...  1  3  4 

Royal  Institution  for  the  Blind  (Birmingham)  7  4  11 

Schools  for  the  Educationally  Subnormal  : 

Lichfield  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14  —  14 

Monyhull  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  2  2 

Sandhill  Park...  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  1  1 
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Crippled  Children.  The  number  of  school  children  seen  during 
the  year  by  the  Surgeon  Specialist  at  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic  was  441. 
In  addition,  there  were  123  children  under  school  age  and  12  tuber¬ 
culosis  cases.  146  children  were  sent  by  the  Staffordshire  Education 
and  Child  Welfare  Authority,  and  55  by  the  Wednesbury  Authority. 
A  total  of  2,025  attendances  was  made. 

269  Walsall  children  (231  Education  and  38  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare)  were  treated  in  the  Massage  Department,  and,  in  addition, 
41  Staffordshire  and  13  Wednesbury  cases  were  also  treated,  the  total 
attendances  for  treatment  amounting  to  5,053. 

A  total  of  327  children  (284  new  cases  and  43  in  attendance  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year)  were  treated  at  the  Ultra  Violet  Light 
Clinic.  215  children  were  discharged  from  treatment  leaving  112  under 
treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

10.  DENTAL  TREATMENT. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  N.  L.  Cookson,  Senior  Dental  Surgeon,  for 
the  following  report  on  the  work  of  the  School  Dental  Service  : 

“  The  Education  Act  of  1944  has  effected  two  changes  in  the  School 
Dental  Service,  all  dental  fees  have  been  cancelled,  and  the  rule  relating 
to  ‘  refusals  ’  has  ceased  to  operate.  The  cancellation  of  the  dental 
fee  has  had  little  or  no  effect  upon  the  dental  statistics.  The  abolition 
of  the  ‘  refusal  ’  rule  has  seen  an  increase  in  the  number  of  casual 
cases — children  whose  parents  have  refused  conservative  treatment 
in  the  past,  and  who  only  visit  the  clinic  for  the  relief  of  pain,  frequently 
too  late  for  the  saving  of  permanent  teeth.  It  is  gratifying  to  note, 
however,  that  the  acceptance  rate  for  the  carrying  out  of  routine 
treatment  has  now  reached  the  high  rate  of  90  per  cent. 

“  During  the  year,  60  per  cent,  of  the  school  population  has  been 
inspected  by  the  school  dental  officers,  the  inspections  revealing  a 
6  per  cent,  increase  in  the  number  of  children  requiring  dental  treat¬ 
ment,  an  increase  largely  due  to  the  re-inspection  of  many  children 
who  had  refused  treatment  in  previous  years.  The  return  of  a  third 
dental  officer  to  the  School  Service  has  made  it  possible  for  more  filling 
work  to  be  charted  during  routine  inspections  and  a  more  compre¬ 
hensive  conservation  scheme  to  be  carried  out. 

“  There  has  been  a  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  extractions 
but  a  substantial  increase  in  the  number  of  fillings,  the  total  of  2,350 
fillings  being  300  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  More  than  twice 
the  number  of  permanent  teeth  were  saved  than  were  extracted. 

“  Although  the  most  important  treatments  carried  out  at  the 
dental  clinics  are  the  insertion  of  fillings  and  the  extraction  of  teeth, 
many  other  forms  of  treatment  are  included  under  the  heading  of 
c  other  operations  Scaling  is  not  a  type  of  treatment  normally 
required  in  the  case  of  school  children,  but  the  occurrence  of  cases 
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of  Gingivitis  has  necessitated  many  fine  scalings,  gum  treatments, 
interstitial  packings,  and  the  administration  of  Vitamin  C.  Many 
X-rays  have  been  taken  for  the  purposes  of  diagnosis,  and  ortho¬ 
dontics  have  been  practised  within  such  limited  scope  as  the  fixing  of 
bands  and  judicious  extractions  can  effect.  The  health  of  the  gums  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  and  much  time  has  been  given  to  the 
treatment  of  the  soft  tissues  of  the  mouth. 

“  Mr.  G.  Humphreys,  released  from  the  Services,  returned  to  his 
former  position  as  third  dental  sugeon  in  October.  His  return  has 
enabled  additional  fillings  sessions  to  be  arranged.  The  interval 
elapsing  between  dental  inspection  and  the  carrying  out  of  treatment 
has  also  been  shortened. 

During  the  war  years  there  have  been  many  difficulties  which 
have  prevented  the  progressive  development  of  the  dental  services, 
but  throughout  these  years  we  have  endeavoured  to  maintain  and  to 
foster  the  interest  of  the  parents  in  their  children’s  teeth.  That  we 
have  achieved  this  may  be  gathered  from  the  high  acceptance  rate  of 
90  per  cent.  With  the  school  dental  staff  once  more  at  full  strength, 
we  should  be  able  to  provide  a  more  comprehensive  dental  service.” 

11.  EDUCATION  ACT,  1944. 

The  medical  sections  of  the  Education  Act  came  into  force  on  the 
1st  April,  1945.  It  will  be  some  time  before  it  will  be  possible  to  put 
all  the  medical  provisions  of  the  Act  into  force.  When  all  our  schemes 
are  developed,  the  ultimate  gain  in  health  by  the  school  children  will 
be  very  great. 

12.  CONCLUSION. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  the  Director  of  Education  and  his 
staff  for  the  close  co-operation  and  harmonious  working  between 
our  Departments,  and  also  to  the  Head  Teachers  for  their  valuable 
co-operation. 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  A.  M.  CLARK, 

School  Medical  Officer. 


March ,  1946. 
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Table  I 


NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  INSPECTED  YEAR  ENDED 

31st  DECEMBER,  1945 

A.  Routine  Medical  Inspections 


Number  of  Code  Group  Inspections — 
Entrants 

Second  Age  Group 
Third  Age  Group  ... 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections 


2,067 

1,584 

919 

583 

-  Total  5,153 


B.  Other  Inspections 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  and  Re-inspections  ...  ...  5,991 


Table  II 

Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  Inspected  during 
the  Year  in  the  Routine  Age  Groups 


Number 

of 

children 

inspected 

A 

(Excellent) 

B 

(Normal) 

C 

(Slightly 

subnormal) 

D 

(Bad) 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

5153 

752 

14.59 

4008 

77.78 

392 

7.61 

1 

0.02 

Table  III 

RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  TREATED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

Group  I — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which  see 

Table  V). 


Total  number  of  Defects  treated  or  under  treatment  during  the 
year  under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,038 
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Table  III — continued 

Group  II — Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects, 
treated  as  Minor  Ailments — Group  I). 


Defect  or 

No.  of  defects  dealt  with 

Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme 

No.  of  children  for  whom  spectacles 

Disease 

under  the  Authority’s  Scheme 

were 

Prescribed 

Obtained 

Errors  of  Refrac¬ 
tion  (including 
Squint) 

297 

272 

270 

Group  III — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 

Received  operative  treatment  ...  ...  ...  235 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment  ...  ...  ...  — 

Total  number  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  235 


Table  IV 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 


(1)  Number  of  Children  who  were —  Totals 

(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist  : 

Routine  Age  Groups  4-16  ...  ...  8,586 

Specials  ...  ...  ...  ...  640 

-  9,226 

(b)  Found  to  require  treatment  .  .  ...  6,968 

(c)  Actually  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,749 

(2)  Half-days  devoted  to — 

Inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  738 

- -  770 

(3)  Attendances  made  by  the  Children  for  treatment  6,039 
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Table  IV — continued 


(4)  Fillings — 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 


(5)  Extractions — 

Permanent  Teeth 

Temporary  Teeth 


2,248 

112 

-  2,360 


1,037 

8,343 

-  9,380 


(6)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for 
extractions 


3,321 


(7)  Other  operations — 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 


638 


Table  V 

UNCLEANLINESS  AND  VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS 

(i)  Average  number  of  Visits  per  School  made  during  the 

year  by  the  School  Nurses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  25 

(ii)  Total  number  of  Examinations  of  Children  in  the  Schools 

by  the  School  Nurses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  127,350 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  Children  found  unclean  .  .  1,170 
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Table  VI 

BLIND  AND  DEAF  CHILDREN 


At  a  Maintained 
Primary  or 
Secondary 
School 

At  an  institution 
other  than  a 
Special  School 

At  no  School 

or  Institution 

Blind 

Children 

... 

1 

— 

Deaf 

Children 

•  •  .  .  .  , 

— 

— 

2 

SECONDARY  SCHOOLS. 

73  pupils  at  Oueen  Mary's  High  School  for  Girls  were  also 
medically  inspected  during  the  year.  17  of  the  pupils  examined 
at  the  routine  inspection  were  found  to  have  some  defect. 


